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Figure 1.  Determining dip (Q ) from adjacent strike lines.  The map 
distance between the 300 and 400 foot strike lines (distance X) is 216 
feet.  The elevation difference of the two strike lines ( y) is 100 feet.

Figure 2.  Thickness calculation for a dipping bed.   By selecting strike 
lines for the top and  base of the bed that are the same elevation 
(here 400 feet), a right triangle is formed by the line representing 
thickness (t) and the base of the bed .  The distance (d) between the 
strike line at the top and base of the bed, and the dip (Q ) are related 
to the bed thickness (t) by the relation:
                                   t = d sin (Q )
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