BDP 101: Environmental Change & Sustainability – Spring 2008

 Group Projects: Topics and Guidelines

Project Guidelines:

Your group must interview at least one faculty member or professional beyond the class speakers for input on the project.  Check out the faculty search feature on the Environmental Science Institute’s website and Eureka! through Connexus. 
Some basic math and graphs should be included where appropriate in your project.

These descriptions should be considered as jumping off points, feel free to take it further or in other directions you feel fall under the topic, but be prepared to justify why it is applicable.

Project Topics:

1. Global Change Impacts on Biological Systems

What are some of the major impacts? What biological systems are affected?  Is this a good thing or a bad thing? Why? How might these changes affect our current lifestyle? How might they change ecosystems on a local, regional, or global scale?  What can be done about the changes?     

2. Sustainability of Water Resources
In many parts of the world including Texas and the desert southwest, issues of water quality, and especially water quantity, are of serious concern.  Pick an aquifer (besides the Edwards aquifer) and discuss the potential threats to quality and quantity.  What qualifies as sustainable use of an aquifer?  Is this possible?  How do the issues you come across compare to issues facing the Edwards aquifer?

3. Campus Sustainability
In many ways the campus is a world in itself; many of the issues of sustainability on a large scale are applicable to the UT campus.  See heading B, under “part II. Semester Project Topics” in the syllabus for a number of ideas on where to take your project.

4. Sustainability and Business
What does it take? Examples?  Is it possible, or perhaps economically feasible, for existing business to become sustainable or “go green”?  What about new businesses?  Cost benefit analysis and charts may greatly benefit this presentation.  The McCombs School at UT may be a great resource for information about businesses and how they operate.

5. The Media and the Environment
Public perception of environmental issues is largely shaped by the sources from which it is derived.  What are some of the main media outlets for environmental news?  What are some issues with these different outlets?  Do they have biases? Why, and what are they?  Do they convey the information accurately?    
